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the things in which he had been employed, was carefully re-
moved and secreted.

The vexation of the Parliament upon seeing its prey, which
it had reckoned upon making such a grand use of, carried off
before its eyes, may be imagined. It left nothing undone in
order to move the public by its complaints, and by its cries
against such an attack upon law. The Chamber of Justice sent
a deputation to the Regent, who made fun of it, by gravely
giving permission to the deputies to re-take their prisoner, but
without saying a single word to them upon his escape from
gaol. He was in Paris, in a place where he feared nobody. The
Chamber of Justice felt the derisiveness of the Regent's per-
mission, and ceased to transact business. It thought to embarrass
the Regent thus, but 'twould liave been at its own expense.
This lasted only a day or two. The Due de Noailles spoke to
the Chamber; the members felt they could gain nothing by
their strike, and that if they were obstinate they would be dis-
pensed with, and others found to perform their duties. They
recommenced their labours then, and the Parliament gained
nothing by its attack, but only showed its ill-will, and at the
same time its powerlessness.

I have forgotten something which, from its singularity,
deserves recollection, and I will relate it now lest it should
escape me again.

One afternoon, as we were about to take our places at the
regency council, the Marechal de Villars drew me aside and
asked me if I knew that Marly was going to be destroyed. I
replied, " No;" indeed, I had not heard speak of it; and I added
that I could not believe it. " You do not approve of it ?" said
the Marechal. I assured him I was far from doing so. He re-
peated that the destruction was resolved on, that he knew it
beyond all doubt, and that if I wished to hinder it, I had not a
moment to lose. I replied that when we took our places I
would speak to M. le Due d'Orl^ans. " Immediately," quickly
replied the Marechal; " speak to him this instant, for the order
is perhaps already given."

As all the council were already seated I went behind to M.